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All aboard at 15.00 for a 17.00 
departure from Darwin Harbour. 
 
Before we left, however, it was into 
our bulky lifejackets for the 
mandatory safety drill. The Second 
Officer introduced us to the ship 
and explained some of the rules 
onboard that would ensure our 
safety during the ensuing 10 days. 
The muster station leader then took 
the podium and enlightened us in 
the art of donning a life jacket as 
well as the procedure for departing 
the vessel in an emergency.  
 

 
                Life jacket drill 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drinks were served on the sun 
deck as we quietly slipped away 
from the laid back capital of the 
Northern Territory, known for the 
WWII Japanese bombing raids and 
the infamous Cyclone Tracey which 
devastated the city in 1974. 
 

 
               Sail away drinks 
 
After we had settled into our 
staterooms, Tracy, our Hotel 
Manager, welcomed us onboard. 
She introduced some of the hotel 
staff responsible for making our 
stay just that little bit more 
comfortable. 
 
Justin Friend, our Expedition 
Leader, then introduced the 
Expedition Team. He then gave us 
an overall destination briefing. 
 
The evening meal introduced us, 
for the first time, to the exquisite 
menus of Serge Dansereau, 
prepared by executive chef Lothar 
Greiner and his talented team. 
 

Thursday 10 th September 
2009 
Darwin NT 
Latitude  12°28’S 
Longitude 130°51’E  
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The Timor Sea  is a sea bounded 
to the north by the island of Timor, 
to the east by the Arafura Sea, to 
the south by Australia and to the 
west by the Indian Ocean. 
 
The sea is about 480 km (300 
statute miles) wide, covering an 
area of about 610,000 km². 
(235,000 square miles). Its deepest 
point is the Timor Trough (which 
some geologists consider is the 
south-eastern extension of the 
Java Trench, but others view as a 
foreland trough to the Timor Island 
"mountain range"), located in the 
northern part of the sea, which 
reaches a depth of 3,300 m 
(10,800 ft). The remainder of the 
sea is much shallower, much of it 
averaging less than 200 m (650 ft) 
deep, as it overlies the Sahul Shelf, 

part of the Australian continental 
shelf. 
 
The Timor Current is an oceanic 
current that runs south-west in the 
Timor Sea between the Indonesia 
archipelago and Australia. It is a 
major contributor to the Indonesian 
throughflow that transports water 
from the Pacific Ocean to the 
Indian Ocean. 
 
This morning, we gathered in the 
Leda Lounge for a mandatory 
Zodiac & Snorkel Briefing  with, 
Justin Friend, our illustrious 
Expedition Leader. 
 
Later on in the morning, we were 
invited to the Cosmos Lecture 
Theatre, for our special guest 
presenter David Scott Silverberg 
presentation, entitled “Exploring 
Indonesia’s Physical 
Geography” . 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 11 th September 
2009       At Sea 
At Sea 
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In the afternoon, our special guest 
presenter Mick Fogg  invited us to 
the Cosmos Lecture Theatre for his 
presented, entitled “Why aren’t 
there Monkeys in Australia”. 
Mick introduced us to the work of 
Alfred Wallace & his biological 
contribution to the famous “Wallace 
Line”. 
 

         
            Monkey Business … 
 
Later on in the afternoon, Justin 
Friend invited us to the Leda 
Lounge for an inaugural destination 
briefing to the remote Maluku 
Island of Kisar. 
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The islands of Maluku, known by 
the Dutch as the ‘Moluccas’, were 
the central to the world spice trade. 
The Portuguese were the leaders 
in the spice industry by 1600, but 
with the formation of the Dutch 
East India Company (VOC) in 
1603, the Dutch were about to 
challenge for dominance in the 
global spice trade. 
 
Kisar was a frontier island in the 
battle for dominance in the spice 
trade & battles between the 
Portuguese based on the island of 
Timor & the Dutch frontier on Kisar. 

 
  MV Orion alongside Kisar Wharf 
 
We were fortunate this morning, 
having the luxury of coming 
alongside the wharf at Kisar – a dry 
landing! 
 
After some time the ship was 
cleared by customs, but before we 
could depart the ship a couple of 
officials gave us a heat-probe test 
for ‘swine-flu’. Eventually, we got 
off the ship & made our way to a 
convoy of local cars, which were 
going to whisk us away to the 
nearby village of ‘Wonreli’. 
 

 
            Colourful Dancing 

Saturday 12 th September 
2009 
Kisar Island, Maluku 
 
Latitude  8°05’S 
Longitude 127°10’E  



M.V. Orion  

Spice Islands Adventure Voyage of Discovery                                                                                        

Initially, we were entertained by a 
welcome dance, then the district 
dignitaries gave us the official 
welcome speech.  
 

 
        Official Welcome Speech 
 
We then split into 4 groups, where 
we visited the local markets, the old 
Dutch Church, the Sultanate’s 
House & the old Delfshaven Fort. 
 

 
            Sultanate’s House 
 
We then reassembled, & after a 
short drive arrived at the local 
village of ‘Oirata’. 
 

 
               Old Dutch Church 

At Oirata, we had the opportunity to 
see a number of activities; 
including ‘sopi’ distilling (a taste 
test was essential), palm sugar 
making, ‘ikat’ weaving, hat 
weaving, as well as ikat weaving 
for sale. 
 

 
                   Ikat Weaving 
 
Afterwards, we all gathered around 
to witness the ‘sword fighting 
performance’. This was a traditional 
dance, which culminated in the 
sword fighting warriors turning into 
chickens (Ayam). 
 

 
           Sword Fighting Dance 
 
They even invited us to join in the 
dancing as well. This was such a 
wonderful experience to visit Kisar, 
not only because we were warmly 
invited into their hearts, but we 
were apart of Orion’s historical first 
visit to the island! 
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In the afternoon, we were invited 
up to the Cosmos Lecture Theatre, 
for our special guest presenter from 
Australian Geographic, Nick 
Rains’s presentation, entitled; 
‘Photography Tips for 
Travellers’ . 
 

 
   Pick a camera … any camera … 
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Alor is the largest island in the Alor 
Archipelago located at the eastern-
most end of the Lesser Sunda 
Islands that runs through southern 
Indonesia, which from the west 
include such islands as Bali, 
Lombok, Sumbawa, Komodo, and 
Flores. 

Alor Regency is a regency in East 
Nusa Tenggara province. 
Established in 1958, Alor Regency 
administers the Alor Archipelago 
with its seat (capital) in Kalabahi on 
Alor Island. 

To the east of the island across the 
Ombai Strait lie the islands of 
Wetar and Atauro, the latter 
belonging to East Timor. To the 
south, across the Strait of Alor, lies 
the western part of Timor. To the 
north lies the Banda Sea. To the 
west lies Pantar and the other 
islands of the Alor archipelago, and 
further yet the rest of the Sunda 
Islands. 

Alor is of volcanic origin and has 
very rugged terrain. The region 
near Kalabahi is the only flat area. 
This is why the Dutch placed the 
capital and the main harbor (Alor-
Kecil) of the area here in 1911. 
 
The museum of culture in Kalabahi 
contains many of the island’s most 
famous cultural items, the bronze 
‘Moko Drums’. These were 
believed to have been given to the 
islanders by their gods, modern 
science tells us they came from 
Java many many years ago. 
 
What a morning as MV Oirion 
slowly made her way through a flat 
calm channel leading to Alor. We 
saw many wooden structures 
dotted throughout the channel, as 
we found out they were local fish 
farms. 
 

Sunday 13 th September 
2009 
Alor Island, East Nusa 
Tenggara 
 
Latitude  8°20’S 
Longitude 124°24’E  



M.V. Orion  

Spice Islands Adventure Voyage of Discovery                                                                                        

 
                   Fish Farm 
 
As luck would have it again, we 
came alongside Alor’s wharf. This 
gave us another opportunity of a 
dry landing! 
 
We were split into 2 groups to 
facilitate small numbers to enjoy 
the wonders of Alor. We boarded 
our buses & off on the adventure 
we went, full of anticipation. 
 

 
         I think I can I make it … 
 
It didn’t take too long for the 
adventure to start. Our buses were 
pushed to the limit as they made 
their way up a very steep bumpy 
road. In fact, some of us had to get 
out of the bus & walked for a short 
distance to the small traditional 
Melanesian village of ‘Takpala’. 
 

       
           Traditional Warrior 
 
We all gathered in the shade, 
sitting on bamboo benches & 
watched with awe as the ceremony 
unfolded. 
 

 
            Takpala Village 
 
Two traditional ‘Moko Drums’ were 
placed in the centre of the 
performance area. These drums 
were used in the ceremonial dance. 
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            Ceremonial Dance 
 
Afterwards, we had the opportunity 
to wander around the village 
meeting the locals. We also had 
the chance to purchase arts & 
crafts. 
 

 
         Time to grab a bargain 
 
Reluctantly, we had to Takpala 
Village & make our way back to the 
buses & we then descended down 
to the bustling town of ‘Kalabahi’.  
 
We first visited the local market, 
which was full of exciting sights & 
smells of exotic fruit, vegetables & 
fish. 
 

 
         Kalabahi’s local market 
 
Next we ventured to the Museum, 
full of the Moko Drums & other 
artefacts, including ikat weavings. 
 

 
               Museum Artefacts 
 
Finally we made our way back to 
MV Orion. Soon after, we 
repositioned & anchor off ‘Alor 
Besar’. After lunch, we boarded the 
zodiacs & headed to the beach to 
go snorkelling on the nearby coral 
reef. 
 

 
               Snorkel action … 
 

 



M.V. Orion  

Spice Islands Adventure Voyage of Discovery                                                                                        

 
 

 
 

 
 
The Savu Sea (or Sawu Sea) is a 
small sea within Indonesia named 
for the island of Savu (or Sawu) on 
its southern boundary. 
 
It is bounded by Savu & Rai Jua to 
the south, the island of Rote & 
Timor to the (split between East 
Timor & Indonesia) east, Flores & 
the Alor Archipelago to the to the 
north/northwest, & the island of 
Sumba to the east/northeast. 
Between these islands, it flows into 
the Indian Ocean to the south & 
west, the Flores Sea to the north, & 
the Banda Sea to the northeast. 
 
The Savu Sea reaches about 
3,500m in depth. It spans about 
600km from west to east, & 200km 
from north to south. 
 

Indonesia recently opened 
Southeast Asia’s largest marine 
park in the Savu Sea, a migration 
route for almost half the world’s 
whale species & home to vast 
tracts of rare coral, the country’s 
fisheries minister said. 
 
The Savu Marine National Park, 
launched at the World Ocean 
Conference in Manado, Sulawesi 
earlier this year, covers 3.5 million 
hectares (8,649 acres) in an area 
of 500 species of coral, 14 species 
of whales & 336 species of fish 
living in the Savu Sea near Flores 
in eastern Indonesia. 
 
Environmental groups, the Nature 
Conservancy & WWF help set up 
the reserve in an effort to stamp out 
illegal practices such as dynamite 
& cyanide fishing. 
 
The great start to the sea day was 
to join Tania up on Deck 6 for some 
stretching & strengthening 
exercises. 
 
In the morning, it was off up to 
Deck 5 for a bridge tour. Captain 
Steffen showed us the operation 
centre of our vessel and explained 
that some of the equipment 
onboard was totally unique to the 
Orion – state of the art to be sure. 
Some of us wondered where the 
steering wheel  

Monday 14 th September 
2009       At Sea 
At Sea 
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had gone but we were reassured 
that a small toggle, similar to a car 
gear stick, did the same job. 
 

 
                Bridge Tour 
 
Later on in the morning, we were 
invited to the Cosmos Lecture 
Theatre for our special guest 
lecturer, Mick Fogg’s presentation, 
entitled ‘Plundering Paradise: the 
plight of Indonesia’s 
biodiversity’ . 
 

     
         Saving the Rainforests 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After Mick’s talk,, Karina & Tania 
invited us to the Galaxy Lounge for 
their presentation, entitled 
“Wonderful World of Mineral 
Make-up” . 
 

         
          Make-up Presentation 
 
Before lunch, our Boutique 
Manager, Zoe invited us to the 
Cosmos Lecture Theatre for her 
presentation, entitled ‘The 
Wonderful World of Paspaley 
Pearls’ . 
 

 
      Zoe’s Pearl Presentation 
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After lunch, we were invited back to 
the Cosmos Lecture Theatre for 
our special guest, David 
Silverberg’s presentation, entitled 
‘Exploring Indonesia’s Natural & 
Sexual Selection’ . 
 

     
          Sexual Selection 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Throughout the afternoon, 
Executive Chef Lothar guided us 
through the ‘gastronomic delights’ 
of the Galley. 
 

    
     Exec Chef Lothar’s Tour 
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The island of Sumba is part of East 
Nusa Tenggara, the island chain 
that includes Timor & Flores. 
Sumba’s ancient culture has long 
resisted the outside influence of 
Christianity, Hinduism or Islam. 
 
Today most Sumbanese are 
Christian, however as with many 
traditional societies their pre-
Christian animist beliefs, known as 
‘Marapu’, still have a major 
influence on their daily lives. 
 
Stone tombs of ancestors are built 
in front of distinct thatched houses 
& the traditional woven ikat fabrics, 
that the region is famous for, are 

made exactly as they always have 
been. 
 
Sumba has unique culture & social 
structures. Sumbanese are 
traditionally divided into 3 levels of 
social structure: ‘Raja’ or ‘King’ 
(Maramba), ‘Customary Official’ 
(Kabihu), or ‘Slave’ (Ata). 
 
The township of Waingapu has a 
population of over 10,000 people 
today & is the main business centre 
for the island of Sumba. In the early 
days of European exploration it 
was the centre for sandalwood 
exports, & at that time the island 
itself was known as ‘Sandalwood 
Island’. 
 
The Sumbanese people make their 
living from cattle breeding, rice-field 
farming & trading. Sumbanese who 
own cattle will hold a higher social 
status than those who don’t, & the 
more cattle the higher the ladder 
one can climb. 
 
We awoke to yet another perfect 
day, which was reflected in a 
smooth zodiac transfer to Kambera 
Beach. 
 

Tuesday 15 th September 
2009 
Sumba Island, East Nusa 
Tenggara 
 
Latitude  9°37’S 
Longitude 120°15’E  
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            Age of Aquarius … 
 
As soon as we landed on the 
beach, we were greeted by a 
couple of the locals known for their 
horse/pony riding skills. 
 

 
                  Giddy-up … 
 
We boarded our assigned buses & 
made our way to the traditional 
village of Moudolung. What a 
surprise to see plenty of colourful 
clothing & ikat weavings 
everywhere. Before we made our 
way to sit down under an orange 
tarpaulin we watched the traditional 
welcome dance accompanied by 
music. 
 
 

 
     Traditional Welcome Dance 
 
Once we made ourselves 
comfortable, our local guides 
explained the significance of the 
ceremonial dances to follow. 
 

 
             What a spectacle 
 
Towards the end of the 
performances, they invited us to 
join in. 
 

 
            Happy Dancing … 
 
As all good things must come to an 
end, we said our good-byes & 
boarded the buses & went back to 
MV Orion for lunch. 
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In the afternoon, we took another 
bus trip to visit the small Subanese 
village of Praitang. On the way we 
came upon a oasis of green in a 
valley. A river ran through the 
valley providing for vegetables, fruit 
& rice growing. 
 

 
                Garden of Eden 
 
As the road turned to a dirt road, it 
finally petered out & we then had to 
hike the rest of the way. It didn’t 
take too long when we were 
greeted at the entrance to a 
wooden gate at the entrance to the 
village. It was explained to us that 
we had to announce our arrival to 
seek permission to enter. 
 

 
       Entering through the gate 
 
What a magnificent village to see 
the traditional high-pitched houses. 
 
 

 
      Traditional Village House 
 
The other highlight here were the 
stone ‘megalith tombs’, which are 
unique to Sumba Island. 
 

 
               Megalith Tomb 
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Komodo Island National Park was 
established in1980 to conserve the 
unique Komodo Dragon (Varanus 
komodoensis) & its habitat. These 
prehistoric creatures are among the 
world’s largest reptiles, growing 
over 3 metres long & weighing over 
70kg. 

Komodo Dragons were first 
documented by Europeans in 1910. 
Widespread notoriety came after 
1912, in which Peter Ouwens, the 
director of the Zoological Museum 

at Bogor, Java, published a paper 
on the topic after receiving a photo 
and a skin. Later, the Komodo 
dragon was the driving factor for an 
expedition to Komodo Island by W. 
Douglas Burden. 

The Burden expedition was 
approved by Henry Fairfield 
Osborn, president of the American 
Museum of Natural History, but 
proposed by Burden, a wealthy 
adventurer and hunter who offered 
to pay the costs, capture 
specimens, and obtain a live pair 
for exhibition at the New York Zoo.  

After assembling his initial crew, 
Burden talked to the Dutch Colonial 
Government, who controlled the 
island of Komodo at the time. He 
eventually obtained permission to 
capture 15 Komodo dragons. 

Pink Beach is also a famous 
location within Komodo Island 
National Park. This spectacular 
beach gets its pink tinge because 
most of the sand is composed of 
crushed up organ-pipe coral 
(Tubipora musica) 
 
Full of anticipation, we made the 
short zodiac transfer to ‘Loh Liang’, 
the entry point for Komodo Island 
National Park. We all gathered at 
the Ranger’s Station for a briefing 
by the Park Ranger. 

Wednesday 16 th 
September 2009 
Komodo Island National 
Park,   
East Nusa Tenggara 
 
Latitude : 8°35’S 
Longitude: 119°29’E  
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         Ranger Station Briefing 
 
We then took off for a 2 1/2 hour 
walk along the ‘long trek’, with our 
eyes peeled to spot the Komodo 
Dragon.  
 

 
                    Rusa Deer 
 
It didn’t take too long to spot some 
rusa deer & nearby we saw our first 
Komodo Dragons. 
 

 
              Komodo Dragon 
 
 
 
 

Typically, the terrain was relatively 
flat with only small incline into an 
old river bed. The vegetation was 
also open woodland with the 
occasional closed forest. 
 

 
              Open Woodland 
 
After such an adventurous 
morning, we boarded the zodiacs 
for our return transfer back to MV 
Orion. 
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In the afternoon we returned to 
another part of Komodo Island 
National Park – the famous ‘Pink 
Beach’. 
 

 
            Organ Pipe Coral 
 
It was here we had the opportunity 
to go snorkelling to explore the 
wonders of the surrounding coral 
reef. 
 

 
       Snorkelling at Pink Beach 
 
The coral reef & its plethora of fish 
life is testament to the protection & 
management practices for both the 
terrestrial & marine zones within 
the Komodo Island National Park. 
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Satonda Island is a very circular of 
some 200km in diameter with an 
area of 480 ha. – the island is 
uninhabited. The entire island 
consists of the top of an emerging 
volcano, with an elevation between 
200-350 metres a.s.l. The middle of 
the island, a crater salt water lake 
occur (62 ha), about half of the 
island surface. The island has 
steep slopes, emerging abruptly 
from the sea & falling steeply into 
the lake.  
 
Satonda Island has a tropical 
climate, with short rainfall season, 
between December until March. 

The island is generally covered 
with dry monsoonal forest. 
 
The coastal area of the island is 
relatively flat, but steep at the north 
& west parts of the island. Coral 
reefs occur with patchy distribution, 
together with some rocky & sandy 
substrates. In 1991, a coral survey 
identified 64 coral species. 
Staghorn (Acroporidae) & brain 
(Favidae) species dominate the 
coral reef. It was reported that the 
sandy beaches at the south of the 
island was regularly visited by 
hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricate) 
marine turtles. 
 
There is also a population of crab-
eating Macaques & massive camps 
of Greater Flying Foxes.. 
 
Sitting directly opposite Satonda 
Island is the towering peak of 
‘Tambora’. Tambora is known for 
one of the largest volcanic 
eruptions recorded in history. It’s 
giant eruption of 1815 was about 
four times greater than the 
legendary Krakatoa eruption of 
1883. 
 
The small village of Kananga is 
within a mile of Satonda Island. 
Often referred to as a ‘fishing 
village’ due to management of the 
nearby national park, & to prevent 
overfishing common throughout 

Thursday 17 th September 
2009 
Satonda Island, 
Sumbawa Island 
 
Latitude  8°06’S 
Longitude 117°44’E  
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these islands, the government has 
encourage fish farming & 
gardening, & now few if any of the 
locals actually go out fishing. 
 
With vey calm seas we had a 
smooth zodiac transfer to the small 
village of Kananga. Here we were 
greeted by a traditional Sumbanese 
welcome ceremony. 
 

 
   Sumbanese Traditional Welcome 
 
Afterwards, we had the chance to 
go for a stroll through the village & 
get to know the locals. 
 

 
       Meeting the Happy Villagers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We explored every aspect of village 
life, especially the rural side. 
 

 
              Rice Paddies 
 
This was such a memorable 
experience to interact with the 
villagers & learn about their lives. It 
was difficult to tear us away from 
this beautiful little village. We 
reluctantly had to board the zodiacs 
& make our way back to the ship. 
 
After lunch, we transferred to the 
nearby Satonda Island. Here, we 
had the chance to go for another 
snorkel, as well as going on a 
guided walk with David & Justin to 
visit the crater lake. 
 

 
          Satonda’s Crater Lake 
 
We kept our eyes open trying to 
see the island’s wildlife, especially 
the elusive crab eating Macaque 
monkeys. As the tide was running 
out all afternoon, the Macaques 
started coming down the beach to 
get a feed of crabs. 
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         Crab eating Macaque 
 
Before the tide all but disappeared, 
we entered the water to explore 
another magnificent coral reef.  
 

 
     Anyone ready for a snorkel … 
 
Even though the tide did run out, 
this gave us a chance to explore 
the shallow rock pools, where we 
found all sorts of marine creatures; 
including hermit crabs, burrowing 
clams, Christmas tree worms & 
many small fish. 
 
 

 
                 Rock Pools 
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Sumbawa is located in the middle 
of the Lesser Sunda Islands chain, 
with Lombok to the west, Flores to 
the east, & Sumba further to the 
southeast. It is in the province of 
West Nusa Tenggara. 
 
Sumbawa is 15,448km2 (three 
times the size of Lombok) with a 
population of around 1.5 million. It 
marks the boundary between the 
islands to the west, which were 
influenced by religion & culture 
spreading from India, & the region 
to the east that was not so 
influenced. Islam is the 
predominant religion on Sumbawa 

& was introduced via the 
Makassarese of Sulawesi. 
 
Sumbawa has historically had two 
major linguistic groups who spoke 
languages that were unintelligible 
to each other. One group centered 
in the western side of the island 
speaks Basa Samawa (Indonesian: 
Bahasa Sumbawa), which is similar 
to the Sasak language from 
Lombok; the second group in the 
east speaks Nggahi Mbojo (Bahasa 
Bima). 
 
The kingdoms located in Sumbawa 
Besar & Bima were the two focal 
points of Sumbawa. This division of 
the island into two parts remains 
today; Sumbawa Besar & Bima are 
the two largest towns on the island.  
The port of Badas is part of the 
greater township of Sumbawa 
Besar. 
 
We had the luxury of berthing 
alongside Badas wharf & thus 
another rare dry landing!  We were 
allocated into two groups which 
visited Pamulang village,  the 
Raja’s House & Sumbawa Besar 
markets. 
 

Friday 18 th September 
2009 
Badas, Sumbawa Island  
 
Latitude  8°27’S 
Longitude 117°22’E 
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       Sumbawa Besar Markets 
 
The markets were a mix of strange 
scents of spices, exotic fruits & fish.  
There were many Sumbanese 
doing their last minute shopping 
before the holy Ramadan holiday. 
This added a new dimension as we 
all tried our best to keep together 
through the maze of little market 
stalls. 
 

 
                Raja’s House 
 
Next we visited the Raja’s House & 
were warmly greeted by the 
daughter of the last Raja. What an 
absolute treat to spend time 
exploring every part of the house 
which was like a museum full of 
artwork, clothing & decorations. 
 

 
               Antiques galore … 
 
After sharing a cup of tea & cakes 
with the delightful daughter of the 
last Raja, we were quite sad to 
leave such a beautiful house. 
 
It was a bit of a bus ride out to visit 
Pamulang village. We passed 
many rice paddies & vegetable 
gardens on our way. 
 

 
         Colourful Greeting 
 
When we arrived we were greeted 
by the locals dressed in colourful 
tradition clothing & entertained by 
their welcoming music. 
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             Rice making 
 
As we explored throughout the 
village, we saw all the processes 
involved in rice making. As well as 
seeing women ikat weaving. 
 

 
                Ikat weaving 
 
It was then off to the ultimate event 
– buffalo racing! First of all, we 
were all seated under plenty of 
shade to witness the re-enacted 
Wedding Ceremony. This was all 
explained to us how this ceremony 
was carried out. 
 

    
          Wedding Ceremony 
 
After the wedding, our guide 
Rabina, explained the tradition 
behind the buffalo racing. The local 
‘Shaman’ would cast a magical 
spell over his wooden idol. The idol 
is then placed at one end of the 
flooded rice paddy.  
 

    
            Rabina & Shaman 
 
Located at the other end of the the 
rice paddy, two buffalo are yoked 
together pulling a small cart frame 
with the rider. The rider is testing 
his ability & his magical spell to ride 
his buffalo as close to the idol as 
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possible. It is essentially testing the 
strength of magic between the 
Shaman & the riders. 
 

 
             Buffalo Racing 
 
What a full day it was today & as 
we returned to Besar wharf, we 
climbed up the gangway to board 
MV Orion. This was a fitting way to 
end our inaugural Spice Islands 
Adventure Voyage of Discovery! 
 

 
     Welcome back to MV Orion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Later in the evening we were 
invited to the Leda Lounge to go for 
a stroll down memory lane. The 
Expedition Team prepared a digital 
photo recap that was a fitting finale 
to this wonderful 10-day journey. It 
seemed like a lifetime ago that we 
had been to some of these places. 
Looking back on our trip brought 
back lots of fond memories and 
only when the presentation was 
over did we realize just how much 
we had done and just how far we 
had come in the past 10 days. 
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